
William J. Straccia
August 20, 2023

Surrounded by his loving family, William J. Straccia, 93, passed away
peacefully at home on August 20, 2023. He was predeceased by the love of
his life of 46 years, Patricia A. (Thomas) Straccia. Bill was the son of the late
Guido and Elizabeth (Merli) Straccia of Martins Creek, PA. Throughout his life,
Bill had an extraordinary commitment to his family, his faith and his
community. 

 

Born in Martins Creek, PA, Bill was a 1948 graduate of Easton High School.
He enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and served in England during the Korean
War. He rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant and was honorably discharged in
1954. With the support of the G.I. Bill, he enrolled in Moravian College and
received a B.S. in Business Administration in 1958. 

 

In 1962, Bill became the co-founder and CEO of Electro-Space Fabricators,
Inc. (ESF), a precision metal fabricator, located in Topton, PA. Under his
leadership, ESF emerged as a leading manufacturer of printed circuit board
card rack enclosures, serving major computer and electronics firms across the
U.S. He retired in 1997. Bill was awarded two U.S. patents for printed circuit
board nylon and anti-vibration guides. 

As a founding parishioner of St. Thomas More Parish, Bill served on the
parish council, the building committee and as a CYO boys basketball coach.



He also was a faithful supporter of his hometown parish, St. Rocco’s, in
Martins Creek. Bill was a long serving member of the Board of Trustees at
DeSales University and was awarded the DeSales Medal for his twenty-two
years of leadership. Bill served on the Board of Trustees of Sacred Heart
Hospital for twenty-nine years and then became an honorary trustee. He
served on the Sacred Heart Hospital Foundation Board of Trustees for many
years as well. 

In 2014, Mercy School for Special Learning presented him the “Angel of
Mercy” award. In 2016, he and his family received the Cay Calgon Life House
“Guardian Angel” award. 

 

Bill was a fourth degree member of the Knights of Columbus (#345). He was
also a member of Lehigh Country Club and enjoyed golfing with many close
friends throughout his retirement. 

 

Our most cherished moments with him include vacations in OCNJ, the family
trip to meet his relatives in Italy and time spent with his grandchildren. He
loved perfecting his biscotti recipe, preparing Thanksgiving stuffing with his
granddaughters, pesto with friends, and countless spaghetti dinners. 

The love of his Catholic faith lead him to numerous visits to Medjugorje and
Lourdes. He truly was the epitome of unconditional Christian love and we are
all better for having known him. 

 

In addition to his wife and parents, Bill was predeceased by his brother,
Robert, and his great grandson, Graham Straccia. He is survived by his four
children and their families: Deborah and Mark Lieberman, Kathleen and Peter
Matt, William III and Connie Straccia, and Jeffrey and MaryBeth Straccia. 

Bill was the proud “Pop Pop” to his grandchildren: Maria (Aaron) Smalley,



Thomas Lieberman, Nicholas Lieberman, Sarah Lieberman (James
Luchansky), Kevin Lieberman, Christopher (Marisa) Matt, Stephanie (Daryl)
VanSyckle, Allison (Jacob) Martin, Danielle (Gregory) Sih, William IV
(Margaret) Straccia, Laura Straccia, Raymond Straccia, Stephen (Erin)
Straccia, Lizzy (Brendan) Ford. He adored his great grandchildren Matthew,
Joshua, Parker, Jake, Cole, Luke, Lyla, Ellie, Paige, Leah, Joanna, Benjamin,
Kacey, Otis, Maryn and Rhett. He is also survived by his sister Jeanne (Frank)
Kuebler, brother Joseph (Julie) Straccia, nieces and nephew. 

 

A Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated at St. Thomas More Catholic
Church, 1040 Flexer Avenue, Allentown, PA on Friday, August 25, 2023 at
2:30 pm. Visitation will be at the church prior to the mass from 12:30 pm to
2:30 pm. Internment will be private. 

 

In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to the St. Thomas More School
Endowment Fund or the charity of your choice.



Cemetery Details

Private

Previous Events

Calling Hours

AUG 25. 12:30 PM - 2:30 PM (ET)

St. Thomas More Catholic Church
1040 Flexer Ave.
Allentown, PA 18103

Mass of Christian Burial

AUG 25. 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM (ET)

St Thomas More Church
1040 Flexer Ave
Allentown, PA 18103-5597
(610) 433-7413
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Judy Burkholder - August 26, 2023 at 11:58 AM

Dear Family of Bill, What a kind and good, good man he was!! I,
unfortunately, only knew him through gym workouts with his two
"cronies" Ken McDonald and the infamous Bob Boyle. And let me
say (with apologies to Ken), your father was the only one truly
working out! He had that amazing gift of being able to exercise AND
carry on a conversation with you. They were the nicest talks! Family
ALWAYS came up; he was very proud of you all. In recent years I'd
still see him, now alone, at the gym. And then I saw him from afar
somewhere and was upset by how frail he looked. I had NO idea he
was in his nineties! So what I mistook for frailness was just Bill
finally showing his age?! 

 I know you must have so many wonderful memories, and it is my
hope and prayer that those memories and God's great love for you
will see you through this sad, sad time. 

 Blessings, 
 Judy and Tom Burkholder

August 23, 2023 at 08:48 PM

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased
for the family of William J. Straccia.

https://www.jsburkholder.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jsburkholder.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Karen Guman - August 22, 2023 at 05:44 PM

When Mr Straccia was present at any event, whether it was a CYO
game, a workout at the gym or a Fundraiser just to name a few, he
made it more FUN, more worth doing!!! He was just SO Lovable and
truly gave you his undivided attention. Mr Straccia has touched SO
many lives with his kindness and generosity. He certainly has
touched mine and I will truly miss him. He has gone STRAIGHT to
Heaven! Love you, Karen Guman

Joe Ludrof - August 22, 2023 at 03:53 PM

Debbie, Kathy, Bill III, and Jeff -
 Your father was a great man. We thank him

for a lifetime of contributions and
accomplishments in the Lehigh Valley
community, known and unknown by many. He
spent a lot of time with Msgr. Coll to benefit St. Thomas More Parish
in Salisbury Township. Our families have been best of friends for
over 60 years for which we are very grateful to Bill and all the
Straccia's/

 God bless you all,
 Joe & Barb Ludrof and Family

Mary Heffernan and Family - August 21, 2023 at 11:03 PM

Mary Heffernan and Family purchased the Faires
t of All for the family of William J. Straccia.

https://www.jsburkholder.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jsburkholder.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jsburkholder.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

